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 Participatory mapping is commonly used in projects across the Arctic as a tool for Inuit to 
document, represent, and share their cultural and environmental knowledge by drawing places, 
routes, or areas of importance on available maps.  Map biographies collected to support Inuit land 
claims assertions are the foundation of comprehensive land claims agreements across Inuit 
Nunangat (homelands) in Canada. However, maps are also rooted in colonial histories where 
they have been used to claim territories, exert political authority, and ignore or erase Indigenous 
sovereignty.  Although there has been widespread counter-mapping efforts by Indigenous 
Peoples around the world, there has been little critical assessment of the value, power, and 
challenges associated with the use of participatory mapping in an Inuit cultural, geographic, and 
political context. The broad research question driving this project is: What is the role and value of 
participatory mapping according to Inuit perspectives in Nunavut?  To address this question, we 
have established a partnership with Nunavut Sivuniksavut (NS), a post-secondary training 
program for Inuit youth based in Ottawa, ON.   
 
 We have been working with the Instructor of the second year NS course on “Introduction 
to Research Methods” since the fall of 2014 to integrate the evaluation of participatory mapping 
approaches with course learning units related to research design, ethics, and social science 
methods.  As part of this research and learning collaboration, students will conduct interviews in 
their home community over the mid-term holidays (December/January) to contribute to the 
participatory mapping evaluation as their primary research assignment.  Therefore, the specific 
Nunavut communities involved will vary each year, depending on the cohort of second year NS 
students.  Additional consultation or key informant interviews may be conducted by other 
members of the research team in various Nunavut communities, as travel or research interests 
provide opportunities to coordinate with ongoing projects of the lead researchers. 
 
 Through various course learning units, NS students will be involved in designing the oral 
consent script that will be used when inviting participation from Elders, family members, or other 
community members.  Using a semi-directed interview style, questions will be asked relating to 
local perspectives concerning the usefulness and appropriateness of maps to document and 
share Inuit cultural and environmental knowledge.  Discussions will include the relevance of 
different scales (e.g. regional vs. territorial) and types of base map (e.g. topographic map vs. 
satellite image), as well as land/sea/ice features or uses that are (or are not) particularly 
conducive to mapping (and the reasons why).  Students will also contribute to identifying the 
consent process and the specific questions to be asked during interviews.  Therefore, the consent 
script/form and interview questions will be refined throughout the research course and cannot be 
outlined in detail here.  As this develops over the fall term working with the NS students, we will 
be updating our file with the Carleton Ethics Board as well as the Nunavut Research License 
accordingly.  
 
 Short term uses of the information shared and compiled through this project will 
contribute methodological insights on more Inuit-centred research approaches, as well as 
collaborative learning opportunities through the research course.  In addition, feedback 
compiled as part of the participatory mapping evaluation aims to provide 
recommendations to support more ethically sound, culturally sensitive, and contextually 
representative participatory mapping practices.  Each year these results will contribute to 
iterative efforts to refine research and learning strategies in collaboration with the NS 
Instructor and students.  Potential longer term uses of the data will evolve through 



collaboration with the students and feedback from Nunavut participants in terms of other 
potential projects or applications which can build on this initial evaluation. 
 
 We will be working closely with NS students throughout various units of their 
“Introduction to Research Methods” course, and so will be continually sharing and 
refining results in this process.  Over the lifespan of the project we will make every effort 
to engage and maintain connections with NS students, Nunavut participants, key 
informants, and the Hamlet Council and Hunters and Trappers Organization of each 
community involved, to provide: i) annual project updates; ii) annual preliminary results to 
request clarification/feedback; iii) summary project results; and, iv) copies of publications 
or other reports to any interested participant/collaborator. 
 
  


