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 Participatory mapping is commonly used in 
projects across the Arctic as a tool for Inuit to 
document and share their cultural and environmental 
knowledge by drawing places, routes, or areas of 
importance on available maps. The goal of this project 
was to understand more about the role and value of 
participatory mapping according to Inuit perspectives. 
To gain broad feedback on this issue, as well as to 
contribute to research training for Inuit youth, we 
partnered with Nunavut Sivuniksavut (NS), a post-
secondary training program for Inuit youth based in 
Ottawa, ON. As part of a second year NS course on 
“Introduction to Research Methods”, researchers and the course Instructor worked closely to integrate 
the participatory mapping evaluation project with course learning objectives for students to gain 
practical research experience.  This included students conducting interviews with individuals in their 
home communities including: Iqaluit, Pangnirtung, Baker Lake, Gjoa Haven, Clyde River, and 
Cambridge Bay, as well as with Inuit living in Ottawa.  
 

Through the course, students learned about research methods and expressed their appreciation 
for being involved in all the steps required to conduct a research project including the design of consent 
forms, ethics approval, determining appropriate maps for their region, and preparing interview 
questions. For each community, students identified two different scales of maps, with a total of 14 
different basemaps created for the project. Using these maps, they set up and conducted participatory 
mapping interviews in their respective communities, managed results of the interviews, and 
summarized them in term papers. In total, 22 people were interviewed in January, 2016. Through class 
discussions and the final assignments, students provided valuable feedback and interesting results that 
make important contributions to evaluating and improving participatory mapping techniques in an Inuit 
context.  
 

Students showed a strong interest in learning about the methods of participatory mapping, 
especially related to examples of how Elders and hunters had used maps in previous research.  They 
also enjoyed learning more from family and community members about where they travelled, hunted, 
and their knowledge of and experiences on the land. Student research consistently indicated the 
importance of Inuit involvement in research; developing more culturally-appropriate approaches to 
consider Inuit knowledge; and the importance of Elders sharing their depth of knowledge with younger 
generations and using maps to preserve this knowledge. Results also indicated that community 
members rarely use maps on the land, relying instead on their local and traditional knowledge in 
combination with GPS devices.  Maps were mainly used when planning search and rescue operations 
or in discussions with youth about hunting routes. In the interview process, maps were often useful at 



sparking discussions and remembering stories about places and experiences on the land, even if they 
weren’t always detailed enough to represent what people were trying to share.  Students also described 
some challenges in approaching and interviewing family members, friends, or community members 
they knew well.  This raised some important questions about the role of ‘insider’ and ‘outsider’ 
researchers using participatory mapping methods that we hope to explore more in the future. 
 

Thanks to the experience and feedback from the first year of this unique partnership between 
Carleton University and NS, we are working with NS staff to improve the approach in the coming 
years.  The Instructor intends to restructure the course so that students begin working on their own 
projects from the start of the Fall term.  So it was agreed that we will simplify the mapping components 
in the research course to provide training and support in relation to the projects students develop.  This 
reduced scope will be more practical as a first-time research experience and will also be more 
effectively tailored to student interests.  Results from this pilot year of the project have provided new 
directions and sources of reflection for understanding the role and value of participatory mapping from 
Inuit perspectives. We are grateful to all involved for contributing to this collaborative learning 
process, and for helping to refine the next phases of the project and the course. 
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Standing (left to right): Anna Churchill, Cassel Kapolak, Kristen Kownak, Riit Mike, Tamara 

Takpannie, Nancy Aqqaq, Silpa Suarak 
Seated (left to right): Natashia Allakariallak, Adam Akpik, Anny Chislett 

 
 

 
 


