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Purpose of the trip
•  The purpose of 
this trip was to 
speak with 
community members 
and learn about 
research priorities in 
Makkovik on the 

topic of people and plants.
•  This trip also provided an opportunity to visit 

different habitats in and around Makkovik, 
and to learn about plants in these areas. In 
particular, it was an opportunity to look at 
plants growing at archaeological sites.

Activities during this trip
•  Met with Conservation Officer Errol Andersen, 

and with Janine Lightfoot at the Makkovik 
Inuit Community Government office

•  Met one-on-one with community members to 
discuss research priorities in the community

•  Hosted a meet-and-greet event at the 
community hall to introduce my research 
interests and learn about the research 
priorities of community members

•  Hosted a community plant walk 
•  Developed a Facebook page (http://

www.facebook.com/pages/Makkovik-People-
and-Plants/390594181000667) to share 
project information with the community   

•  Walked the area to look at plants and habitats, 
and visited the new boardwalk

•  Visited an archaeological site with Errol 
Andersen and summer students Jeannie 
Ikkusek and Charlene Gear

•  Enjoyed the boat races, trout supper and 
dance!

Research priorities: findings

• In total, 14 
people shared their 
thoughts on 
research priorities 
for Makkovik on 
the topic of people 
and plants.  

• Research topics of interest to community 
members covered both wild and agricultural/
horticultural plant species, as well as research 
areas involving a combination of wild and 
domesticated 
species. These 
community 
research 
priorities are 
summarised on 
the following 
page.
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Makkovik community research priorities 
on the topic of people and plants:

Wild plants
❖ Increasing the use of wild plants as a 

sustainable local food source (new species, in 
addition to berries already being harvested)

❖ Documenting traditional knowledge about 
plants

❖ Documenting traditional plant medicines
❖ Developing a guide to plants for use on the 

land/in emergency 
situations
❖ Improving 
opportunities for people 
to access harvesting 
areas, especially for 
Elders
❖ Teaching about 
plants in the school
❖ Teaching students in 
an outdoor classroom: 
skills on the land, plant 

identification and use, survival skills 
❖ Addressing concerns that young people are 

not learning traditional skills (e.g. harvesting, 
hunting)

❖ Effect of new and/or invasive plant species on  
indigenous species

❖ Effect of development on plants (e.g. berries)
❖ Effect of climate change on plants 
❖ Developing a guide to local flowers
Agricultural plants
❖ Producing more food locally and being less 

dependent on food imports
❖ Recovering knowledge of gardening, 

reinvigorating gardening traditions and the 
practice of growing your own food 

❖ Reestablishing the community gardens, and 
dedicating a full-time 
person to this project

❖ Learning about 
improving soils for 
horticulture

❖ Developing more local 
agriculture

Wild and agricultural plants
❖ Looking at former settlements/cabins/

cultural sites on the coast: What was formerly 
grown there? What is still growing there? Could 
these species still be cultivated? 

❖ Considering the agricultural potential of local 
wild species

❖ Developing local plant products as a 
community enterprise

Next steps
• I hope to visit Makkovik in late August/early 

September 2012 to spend more time looking 
at the plant species of archeological sites. I am 
communicating with Errol Andersen and Jamie 
Brake (Nunatsiavut Government archaeologist) 
about these site 
visits.
• I would be pleased 

to present these 
preliminary 
research findings 
during my next 
visit to Makkovik.
• I warmly invite comments and suggestions on 

the research priorities detailed in this report.
•  I would like to continue working with the 

community towards refining a research 
project, based on some of the priorities 
identified here. Though no single project can 
address all these local priorities, I hope this 
summary can also be a useful tool for 
informing other research in Makkovik.

Thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome in 
Makkovik. I am especially grateful to Carol Gear for her 
help in organising my visit, to Errol Andersen for his time 
and experience in showing me the area by boat, and to 

Janine Lightfoot for meeting with me to discuss research in 
Makkovik. I am also grateful to summer students Charlene 

Gear and Jeannie Ikkusek for introducing me to 
community members. Finally, I thank everyone who took 

time to speak with me about people and plants - 
Nakummek!

I gratefully acknowledge my research support:

     .     
Questions? Comments? Suggestions?

Please contact Erica Oberndorfer - email: / phone: 

website: http://straightupnorth.ca/Sikuliriji/Oberndorfer.html

Nakummek! ~ Thank you!
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