
School of Earth, Environment & Society
McMaster University
Winter/Spring 2021

GEOG 715A/B: Special Topics

Community-Engaged Research

Instructor: Dr. Gita Ljubicic
Office: GSB 240
Office Hours: by appointment 
Email: gita.ljubicic@mcmaster.ca 
Phone: ext. 23517

In-person Meetings
Although this is a reading course, the Instructor will facilitate regular in-person meetings (via Zoom) to discuss 
assigned readings, to assess progress, and to provide feedback on assignments.

By-weekly schedule to be confirmed according to student and Instructor schedules.

Calendar Description
Individual reading course on an advanced level topic.  A student may register only once in this course with the 
permission of the School of Earth, Environment & Society.

Course Overview (Instructor’s additional description)
This course serves as an introduction to approaches and methods in community-engaged research. In particular, 
this course aims to support graduate students who are preparing to work with northern Indigenous 
communities as part of their thesis research.  We will explore important historical, cultural, conceptual, and 
methodological context to provide students a foundation to begin developing their approach to undertaking 
community-engaged research.

Readings
Course Text:  MacDonald, J. and Wachowich, N. (Eds). (2018). The Hand’s Measure: Essays honouring 

Leah Aksaajuq Otak’s contributions to Arctic Science. Iqaluit: Nunavut Arctic College 
Media.

Supplementary Readings: Students will select readings related to course topics that represent the regions or 
communities where they will be working.  These (and any other additional readings) will be 
posted on the shared GEOG 715 Google Drive folder). We will meet as a group every two 
weeks, so student-selected readings must be posted a minimum of one week before our 
meeting to allow sufficient time to read and reflect.  Check online regularly for the most 
current information about readings (as well as assignments and schedule updates).
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Course Meetings
• Tuesdays 9:30am - 12:30pm via Zoom

Reading and Discussion Topics

Gaining Context
- evolution of cross-cultural collaboration and knowledge production 
- Indigenous self-determination in research
- interconnections of language — cultural skills — doing
- oral histories and narratives
- translation and representation

Community-engaged Research in Practice
- gaining community context
- connecting with community partners
- identifying community priorities
- developing relationships 
- seeking mentorship
- considering appropriate research methods
- engaging in cross-cultural collaboration and knowledge production

Evaluation 
     Reading Reflections (30%)

- 1-page reflections on each week’s readings (2 submitted for each class)
- interpretations of readings and video related to the course theme for each two-week period
- include 3 key points or questions at the end to discuss in class
- reflections are to be submitted each Sunday

     Discussions (during in-person meetings) (20%)
- being prepared for, and contributing to, class discussions every two weeks when we meet online

     Community Engagement Plan
Draft plan (10%) 
- a detailed outline of your community engagement plan you are developing for your thesis research

Oral presentation (10%)
- a summary of your community engagement plan presented in class during our last online meeting

Written submission (30%) 
- a detailed community engagement plan that you have developed to support your thesis research
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Schedule

January 12 - First course planning meeting

January 26 - Honouring Leah Aksaajuq Otak’s contributions to arctic science

February 9 - Evolution of cross-cultural collaboration and knowledge production, towards Inuit self-
determination in research

February 23 - Interconnections of language — cultural skills — doing

March 9 - Oral histories and narratives

March 23 - Translation and representation

April 6 - Gaining context, connecting with community partners
Draft Community Engagement Plan DUE

April 20 - Developing relationships, identifying priorities

May 4 - Seeking mentorship, considering ethics

May 18 - Engaging in cross-cultural collaboration and knowledge production

June 1 - Presentations and course wrap-up
Community Engagement Plan Presentations in class

June 11 - Final Community Engagement Plan DUE
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